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Birector, Central Intelligence Agency 15 Aretl 148
Assistant Director, 0RO zm-21

Evaluation of Alusma, ¥osoow 1313447, Be Soviet officers’ prediction
of war within three months

1. Subject dispaich deseribes a conversstiom, on a traia
~ from Berlin to Hoecow, between US Raval Attachs Noscow and two Soviet
Lisutemant Colenels, during which the Russian officers "eaphatically

end repeatedly® predieted that the USSR would inftinte wer within
three aonths.

2, This ineident is uot considered of speeial siznificance
for trs following reascnss . ’

(s) S1{ler incictents havn been recported on pumerous
occasions in the past, and have besn commen sinmca VE duy.
The expectation of fauminent war bes for many momthks appeared
m comnon sacag Boviet oceupation troops, especislly ia

(b) Thie expectation recently Mas been stisulated by
inteneified Soviet security measures, by incressingly severe
diseipline, by the growing vehemenee of Boviet propasande
attagks on the Reetorn Povers, and by indieations of military
activity attritutable to routine spring mansuvers. None of
the foregoing, however, sre intarpreted as fereshadowing
Immizent Soviet aggresaion, They are considered, rather, as
legienl steps in the gemerel Soviet sampaign to imywow
ssourity, diseipline and morale; in additiom, they serw
the USSR's mﬁlogied warfare againet the Test,

{8) It is extresely unlikely that actual Sevist
militayy Intentions would be known to officers of the type
dogeribed, If plans for early aggression exist, they are
probably not koown cutside the EKremlim. € any
o | efficers cognizawt of such plams would not be afferded the
oppordunity of divulging them te s *knosn Americsn spy®
such a8 iduiral Gtovens,
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